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Cootes Drive 



CASE STUDY #1 

COOTES DRIVE 

 

A major travel route 

in Dundas since the 

mid-1930s1, Cootes 

Drive stretches 

across over three 

kilometers of land.  

It connects the heart 

of Dundas to Main 

Street in Hamilton, 

enabling access to 

York Road, Highways 

5 & 6, and, of 

course, McMaster 

University and 

Hospital. 

HOW FAST?! 

Aside from being built through an ecologically sensitive wetland, which probably was not a 

main issue in the 30s, there is another interesting thing about Cootes Drive.  Drivers start 

and finish going the standard 50km/h, but they enjoy a thrill at 80km/h across most of the 

mid-section.  Just for some perspective, this is the same speed that is allowed on the Red 

Hill Valley Parkway!  In 2019, the speed limit was reduced from 90km/h on the RHVP due to 

the number of traffic accidents and potential driving hazards.  Since local endangered 

wildlife is seen neither as victims nor driving hazards, vehicles are still allowed to zip up and 

down Cootes Drive.  It is true – there are no homes, only one controlled intersection, and 

pedestrian traffic is safely shielded by a chain-link fence on a portion of the road; however, 

the fact remains that Cootes Drive is still only an arterial road in Dundas, not a major 

throughway.  During walks along Spencer Creek, there are many evenings in the summer 

months when, upon getting the green light, vehicles can be heard accelerating up the hill, 

and instinct informs that they are going well above the already excessive 80km/h. 

 
1 Kay, R. (2013, 04 20). Drive Through Paradise: The History of Cootes Drive. Retrieved from Issuu.com: 

https://issuu.com/rrrandy/docs/drive_through_paradise_the_history_of_cootes_drive 
 



WILDLIFE 

The Cootes Paradise area is home to a great number of species, many of which are 

endangered and may only be found in small pocket populations in Southern Ontario.  

Reptiles, amphibians, birds, and mammals of all sizes thrive here.  They have spent decades 

adapting to urban sprawl and humans changing the land.  Unfortunately, the volume of 

speeding traffic on Cootes Drive is increasing faster than any species can evolve to live 

alongside our motorized world. 

DTW IMPACT 

During the warmer months of the year, Dundas Turtle Watch (DTW) volunteers patrol the 

below stretch of Cootes Drive twice daily.  We record all observed incidents of animal 

mortality along this nearly 2km section.  Many animals cross this treacherous road between 

Spencer Creek and the Desjardins Canal in their daily struggle to find food and breed.  In the 

spring, large snapping turtles and small painted turtles try to cross Cootes Drive instinctively 

to nest.  This is when DTW volunteers assist in stopping traffic, saving lives, and going above 

and beyond whenever necessary. 

 

Recently, ‘turtle fencing’ was installed in the ditches on both sides of a portion of our 

monitored section of Cootes Drive.  This was to prevent female turtles from attempting to 

cross the busy road to find suitable nesting habitat.  It is so far unclear how much of an 

impact the black fencing has had on preventing turtle road mortality.  For instance, it was 

noted that spring flooding shortens the height of the fence, enabling turtles to easily 

clamber over the top. 



Furthermore, all other animals cannot be controlled by fencing.  Many birds were struck by 

car windshields.  There was more than one deer that met an early demise by a car bumper.  

There were also dozens of small mammals and amphibians that were crushed under tires, 

some perhaps even with intent. 

The following maps show all of the recorded road mortalities on Cootes Drive by DTW 

volunteers during our 2018 and 2019 monitoring periods.  In 2018, there was a total of 67 

reported deaths on this stretch of Cootes Drive alone.  2019 saw a slightly lower, but still 

unacceptable, 48 reported deaths.  Please note that the fewer points on the 2018 map is 

due to several incidents of multiple frogs/toads being killed in one specific location/time. 

Below details the species and their corresponding colour on the map: 

Mammals (E.g. Mouse, Raccoon, Skunk, Opossum, Vole, Mink, Squirrel, Deer) 

Reptiles & Amphibians (E.g. Snake, Frog, Toad, Turtle) 

Birds (E.g. Virginia rail, Cormorant, Cardinal, Warbler, Chickadee, Robin, Seagull, etc.) 

2018 DTW INCIDENTS – COOTES DRIVE 

 

2019 DTW INCIDENTS – COOTES DRIVE 

 


